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Onkyo TX-SR508 Manual: A Comprehensive
Guide to Your Home Theater Setup
Finding the right information for your Onkyo TX-SR508 receiver can be challenging. This
comprehensive guide serves as your ultimate resource, walking you through the Onkyo TX-SR508
manual's key features, operation, troubleshooting, and more. We'll delve into everything from basic
setup to advanced audio configurations, ensuring you get the most from this powerful home theater
receiver. This article covers topics including Onkyo TX-SR508 setup, Onkyo TX-SR508 troubleshooting,
and maximizing your Onkyo TX-SR508's performance.

Understanding Your Onkyo TX-SR508 Receiver
The Onkyo TX-SR508 is a 7.1-channel AV receiver known for its robust sound quality and versatile
features, especially considering its age. While the model is no longer in production, many users still
rely on it for their home theater needs. This guide aims to help those users navigate the Onkyo TX-
SR508 manual and unlock the full potential of their receiver. The Onkyo TX-SR508 specifications boast
impressive power output and numerous connectivity options, making it a suitable choice for a range of
home theater setups.

### Key Features and Specifications of the Onkyo TX-SR508

The Onkyo TX-SR508 packed significant features for its time. Key highlights include:

7.1 Channel Surround Sound: Delivering immersive audio experiences for movies and
games.
Dolby Digital and DTS Decoding: Supporting popular surround sound formats for high-quality
audio reproduction.
Multiple HDMI Inputs: Allowing connectivity with various sources like Blu-ray players, game
consoles, and streaming devices.
Component Video Inputs: While outdated, still useful for some legacy devices.
Audyssey MultEQ Sound Calibration: Automates the speaker setup process, optimizing
sound for your specific listening environment (though this feature requires a specific
microphone, sold separately). This aspect is crucial for ensuring optimal sound staging and bass
management within your Onkyo TX-SR508 setup.

Setting Up Your Onkyo TX-SR508: A Step-by-Step Guide
Successfully setting up your Onkyo TX-SR508 involves a systematic approach. While the Onkyo TX-
SR508 manual provides detailed instructions, we offer a simplified walkthrough:

1. Speaker Connection: Carefully connect your speakers to the corresponding terminals on the
receiver, matching the color-coded wires. This is one of the most critical steps, and a wrong
connection can lead to poor sound quality or even damage the speakers. Refer to the Onkyo TX-SR508
manual's diagrams for accurate placement.

2. Source Device Connections: Connect your Blu-ray player, game console, or other sources to the
receiver's available inputs (HDMI is preferred).

3. Audyssey MultEQ Setup (Optional): If you have the Audyssey MultEQ microphone, follow the
on-screen instructions to calibrate your speakers. This process automatically adjusts the sound to
compensate for your room's acoustics. This can drastically improve the overall audio experience,
delivering more precise sound staging and bass management within your Onkyo TX-SR508 system.
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4. Power On and Initial Setup: Once everything is connected, power on the receiver and follow the
on-screen menus to configure your settings, selecting your preferred audio formats and input settings.

5. Remote Control Familiarization: Learn to navigate the remote control functions, understanding
the various buttons and their functionalities.

Troubleshooting Common Onkyo TX-SR508 Issues
Even with careful setup, you might encounter issues. Here are some common problems and solutions:

No Sound: Check all speaker wire connections, ensure the receiver is powered on, and verify
the correct input source is selected.

Distorted Sound: Check for loose connections and ensure your speakers are compatible with
the receiver's output.

Remote Control Malfunctions: Try replacing the batteries or check the receiver's sensor for
obstructions. Sometimes, simply pointing the remote directly at the sensor is needed.

HDMI Issues: Ensure your HDMI cables are securely connected and of good quality.

Power Problems: Check the power cord and outlet. If possible, try a different outlet to rule out
a power issue.

Remember to always consult the Onkyo TX-SR508 manual for detailed troubleshooting guidance.

Maximizing Your Onkyo TX-SR508 Performance
Getting the best sound from your Onkyo TX-SR508 involves more than just setting up the connections.
Consider these factors:

Speaker Placement: Optimal speaker positioning significantly impacts sound quality. Follow
the guidelines provided in your Onkyo TX-SR508 manual for best results.

Room Acoustics: Room treatment, such as acoustic panels or bass traps, can improve the
overall sound quality by reducing unwanted reflections and reverberations.

Audio Calibration: Proper Audyssey MultEQ setup (if applicable) is vital for optimizing the
sound to your specific listening environment.

Regular Maintenance: Keep the receiver clean and free from dust buildup to ensure proper
ventilation and longevity.

Conclusion
The Onkyo TX-SR508, although an older model, remains a capable AV receiver providing robust
performance and immersive sound. By understanding its features, using the Onkyo TX-SR508 manual
effectively, and applying the troubleshooting and optimization tips above, you can fully enjoy your
home theater setup. While newer models offer advanced features, the TX-SR508 remains a solid
performer for those seeking a reliable and powerful home theater experience.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find a digital copy of the Onkyo TX-SR508 manual?

A1: Unfortunately, Onkyo no longer provides direct downloads for manuals of older models. However,
you might find it via third-party websites specializing in owner manuals, such as ManualsLib or similar
sites. Remember to use caution when downloading from unofficial sources and ensure the website is
reputable.

Q2: My Onkyo TX-SR508 won't power on. What should I do?
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A2: First, check the power cord to ensure it is securely connected to both the receiver and the wall
outlet. Try a different outlet to rule out power issues. If the problem persists, there may be a more
serious internal issue requiring professional repair.

Q3: How do I connect my subwoofer to the Onkyo TX-SR508?

A3: The Onkyo TX-SR508 typically utilizes a subwoofer output, usually labeled "SUBWOOFER PRE OUT"
or similar. This is a low-level signal that needs to be connected to a powered subwoofer (meaning a
subwoofer with its own amplifier). Connect the subwoofer cable between this "PRE OUT" jack and your
subwoofer's input. The subwoofer's volume is usually controlled via the subwoofer itself.

Q4: Can I use the Onkyo TX-SR508 with a 4K TV?

A4: Yes, but with limitations. The Onkyo TX-SR508's HDMI inputs support 1080p video. To achieve a
4K resolution, you'll need to bypass the receiver's video processing. Connect the 4K source directly to
your TV and use the receiver only for audio.

Q5: What kind of speakers are compatible with the Onkyo TX-SR508?

A5: The Onkyo TX-SR508 is compatible with a wide range of speakers, but ensure your speakers'
impedance matches the receiver's specifications. Consult the Onkyo TX-SR508 manual for impedance
guidelines. Generally, 6-8 ohm speakers work well.

Q6: My Onkyo TX-SR508 is producing buzzing or humming sounds. What could be causing
this?

A6: Buzzing or humming can stem from several causes: ground loops (a connection issue between
components), interference from other electrical devices, or even faulty internal components within the
receiver itself. Try unplugging other devices, checking grounding, and trying different power outlets. If
the issue persists, professional repair may be necessary.

Q7: How do I update the firmware on my Onkyo TX-SR508?

A7: Unfortunately, there are no user-accessible firmware updates for the Onkyo TX-SR508. Firmware
updates were generally handled via service centers during repairs if needed.

Q8: Is the Onkyo TX-SR508 still supported by Onkyo?

A8: No. Onkyo discontinued support for older models like the TX-SR508. Therefore, seeking assistance
through Onkyo's official channels is no longer an option.

Decoding the Onkyo TX-SR508 Manual: Your Guide to Home
Theater Bliss
The purchase of a new audio-visual equipment is an exciting experience . But even the most
knowledgeable individuals can feel themselves somewhat lost when faced with a comprehensive
owner's manual. This is especially true for complex equipment like the Onkyo TX-SR508 receiver. This
handbook aims to clarify the essential elements of the Onkyo TX-SR508 manual, enabling you to
unlock the power of this outstanding piece of kit.

The Onkyo TX-SR508 manual isn't just a collection of intricate instructions; it's your ticket to liberating
a truly captivating home theater atmosphere. Understanding its contents will enable you to configure
your system to obtain optimal audio performance , customizing the sound reproduction to your tastes
.

Navigating the Onkyo TX-SR508 Manual: Key Sections and Features

The manual is typically organized into various parts. Let's investigate some of the most critical ones:

Connections and Setup: This section is vital for initial setup. It details the different connection
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possibilities available, including optical inputs and outputs, speaker wire hookups , and network
connectivity. Exact diagrams and lucid instructions are provided to guide you through the
process. Giving close focus to this section is paramount to avoid connection problems .

Speaker Configuration: The Onkyo TX-SR508 handles a selection of speaker configurations ,
from simple stereo to complex 7.1 surround sound. The manual provides detailed instructions
on how to configure your speakers properly , including separation computations and volume
calibrations . This section is important to enhancing the overall soundstage .

Audio Settings and Equalization: The extensive audio settings permit you to fine-tune
various aspects of the audio reproduction . This includes altering bass, treble, and levels
controls, as well as selecting different audio presets (e.g., Movie, Music, Game). Understanding
these settings allows you to tailor the aural output to your personal tastes . The implementation
of room correction technologies, if available , is also detailed in this section.

Troubleshooting: This section is invaluable should you encounter any issues with your
equipment . It offers remedies to typical difficulties, such as lack of power or networking
difficulties. This can save you considerable hassle and likely frustration .

Best Practices and Tips for Onkyo TX-SR508 Users:

Read the manual carefully: It may appear intimidating, but dedicating the effort to read it
thoroughly will provide dividends .

Use high-quality cables: Invest in good-quality cables to ensure optimal audio transfer .

Calibrate your speakers: Use the built-in calibration tools or external testing equipment for
ideal results .

Experiment with settings: Don't be afraid to experiment with different settings to find what
sounds best for you.

Conclusion:

The Onkyo TX-SR508 manual is more than just a collection of directions ; it's a valuable aid that will
help you to fully exploit the power of your audio-visual setup. By thoroughly reading and
understanding the contents of this handbook, you can create a truly captivating and enjoyable home
theater environment .

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: How do I connect my Onkyo TX-SR508 to my TV?

A1: The manual describes various connection methods , typically utilizing HDMI cables for both audio
and video transfer . Connect an HDMI cable from the "HDMI OUT" (or similar) port on the receiver to
an "HDMI IN" port on your TV.

Q2: What speaker configuration does the Onkyo TX-SR508 support?

A2: The Onkyo TX-SR508 manages a variety of speaker configurations, including stereo, 5.1, 6.1, and
7.1 surround sound. The manual will detail the details of each.

Q3: How do I perform speaker calibration?

A3: The manual explains the steps for using the receiver's built-in speaker calibration system. This
usually entails placing the microphone in the listening position and following the onscreen instructions
.

Q4: What happens if I experience sound distortion?

A4: The troubleshooting section of the manual provides possible causes of sound distortion and
corresponding solutions. It often points to issues with speaker connections , wrong settings, or audio
interference.
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