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First Choice Tedder Manual: A
Comprehensive Guide to Hay
Making

Maintaining high-quality hay is crucial for livestock health and
productivity. A key piece of equipment in the hay-making process is the
tedder, and understanding its operation is paramount. This
comprehensive manual focuses on the First Choice tedder, providing a
detailed guide to its features, operation, maintenance, and
troubleshooting. We'll cover everything from pre-operation checks to
resolving common issues, ensuring you get the most out of your First
Choice hay tedder.

Understanding the First Choice Tedder:
Features and Benefits

The First Choice tedder is designed for efficient and effective hay
turning, crucial for optimal hay drying. Its robust construction and
thoughtful design make it a popular choice among farmers and ranchers.
Key features contributing to its effectiveness include:

e Rotor Design: The First Choice typically boasts a rotor design
optimized for even hay spreading. This minimizes clumping and
ensures uniform drying. Different models may have variations in
rotor size and tine arrangement, affecting the width of coverage
and the amount of hay that can be processed. Understanding your
specific model’s rotor specifications from your First Choice tedder
manual is essential.

e Durability and Construction: Built with high-strength materials,
the First Choice tedder is designed to withstand the rigors of
fieldwork. Regular maintenance, as detailed later in this manual,
will further extend its lifespan and performance. Inspecting
components such as the tines, rotor bearings, and gearbox
regularly is critical for preventative maintenance.

¢ Adjustability: Many First Choice tedders offer adjustable settings
for working height and windrowing. These adjustments allow
adaptation to different terrain and hay conditions, optimizing the
teddering process for various scenarios. Refer to your specific First
Choice tedder manual for details on making these adjustments.

e Power Transmission: The power transmission system, often PTO
(Power Take-Off) driven, needs careful consideration. Checking the
PTO shaft's engagement and lubrication is crucial before and after
each use. Proper lubrication is essential to prevent premature
wear and tear on the gearbox and associated components.

o Safety Features: Safety should always be a priority. Most First
Choice tedders incorporate safety features like shields to protect
the operator from moving parts. Familiarize yourself with these
safety features and follow all safety guidelines outlined in your
owner's manual.
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The benefits of using a First Choice tedder include increased efficiency
in hay making, improved hay quality due to even drying, and reduced
labor costs compared to manual methods. Ultimately, a well-maintained
First Choice tedder can significantly impact the profitability and
efficiency of your operation.

Operating Your First Choice Tedder: A Step-
by-Step Guide

Before operating your First Choice tedder, always perform a thorough
pre-operation check. This includes:

 Visual Inspection: Check for any loose parts, damaged tines, or
signs of wear and tear.

e Lubrication: Ensure all lubrication points are adequately
lubricated as per the manufacturer's specifications in your First
Choice tedder manual.

e PTO Shaft: Inspect the PTO shaft for damage and ensure proper
connection to your tractor.

e Hydraulic Systems (if applicable): If your model includes
hydraulic components, check fluid levels and operation.

e Safety Checks: Confirm all safety guards are in place and
functioning correctly.

Operating the First Choice tedder usually involves engaging the PTO,
adjusting the working height (if applicable), and driving across the swath
of cut hay at an appropriate speed. The optimal speed will vary
depending on hay condition, terrain, and tedder settings. Observe the
hay's spreading pattern. If clumps persist, you may need to adjust the
working height or speed. Your First Choice tedder manual provides
specific guidelines for your model.

Maintenance and Troubleshooting Your
First Choice Tedder

Regular maintenance is crucial to prolong the life and efficiency of your
First Choice tedder. This includes:

» Daily Inspections: After each use, inspect the entire machine for
damage, loose parts, and signs of wear and tear.

e Lubrication Schedule: Adhere to the lubrication schedule
outlined in your First Choice tedder manual, ensuring all
lubrication points receive the correct type and quantity of
lubricant.

e Seasonal Maintenance: Perform more thorough inspections and
maintenance at the beginning and end of the hay-making season.
This may involve more extensive cleaning, lubrication, and
tightening of bolts.

e Tire Pressure: Check and adjust tire pressure regularly for
optimal performance and to prevent premature tire wear.

Troubleshooting common problems often involves checking simple issues
first. For instance, if the tedder isn’t spreading hay evenly, check the
working height and speed. If the tedder is making unusual noises,
inspect the bearings and check for loose parts. Always consult your First
Choice tedder manual for detailed troubleshooting information specific
to your model. Serious mechanical issues should be addressed by a
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qualified mechanic.

First Choice Tedder: A Comparison to
Competitors

While the First Choice tedder holds a strong position in the market,
understanding its place within the wider landscape of hay tedders is
beneficial. Many competitors offer similar features, but the First Choice
often distinguishes itself through its price-performance ratio, robust
build quality, and readily available parts. A direct comparison with other
brands would require analyzing specific model features, comparing user
reviews, and considering factors like maintenance costs and overall
reliability. This detailed comparison is beyond the scope of this manual,
but prospective buyers should research competitive options before
making a purchasing decision.

Conclusion

The First Choice tedder is a valuable asset for efficient and effective hay
making. By understanding its features, following the operational
guidelines outlined in your First Choice tedder manual, and maintaining
it properly, you can ensure optimal performance and longevity.
Prioritizing safety, performing regular inspections, and addressing any
issues promptly will contribute to maximizing the benefits of this
essential piece of agricultural equipment. Remember that proper
maintenance and preventative measures go a long way in keeping your
First Choice tedder operating efficiently and for many years.

FAQ:
Q1: How often should I lubricate my First Choice tedder?

A1l: The lubrication frequency depends on your model and usage. Refer
to the lubrication chart in your First Choice tedder manual for specific
recommendations. Generally, regular lubrication after each use, and
more thorough lubrication at the beginning and end of the season is
recommended.

Q2: What type of lubricant should I use?

A2: Your First Choice tedder manual will specify the recommended type
and grade of lubricant for each lubrication point. Using the wrong
lubricant can damage components.

Q3: What should I do if a tine breaks?

A3: Replace the broken tine immediately. Continue operation with a
broken tine can cause further damage to the rotor and other
components. Consult your First Choice tedder manual for instructions on
replacing tines.

Q4: How do I adjust the working height of my First Choice tedder?

A4: The method for adjusting working height varies depending on the
model. Consult your First Choice tedder manual for specific instructions
and diagrams.

Q5: What is the optimal operating speed for my First Choice
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tedder?

A5: The optimal speed depends on the hay condition and terrain. Start
slowly and increase speed as needed, observing the hay's spreading
pattern. Your First Choice tedder manual may offer guidance, but
experience will help you determine the best speed.

Q6: What should I do if my First Choice tedder starts making
unusual noises?

A6: Stop immediately and inspect the machine for loose parts, damaged
components, or issues with the bearings. Consult your First Choice
tedder manual or a qualified mechanic for assistance.

Q7: How do I store my First Choice tedder during the off-season?

A7: Store your tedder in a clean, dry location, preferably under cover.
Clean it thoroughly, lubricate it as necessary, and cover it to protect it
from the elements.

Q8: Where can I find replacement parts for my First Choice
tedder?

A8: Contact your local First Choice dealer or check the manufacturer's
website for parts information and ordering details. You can also check
online agricultural equipment parts retailers.

Mastering Your First Choice Tedder: A
Comprehensive Guide

Getting the most from your hay-making tools is crucial for successful
harvests. A key piece of this procedure is the skillful employment of a
tedder, and if you've chosen a First Choice model, you've opted for a
quality product. This guide will lead you through the features of your
First Choice tedder, offering you the information needed to maximize its
potential.

Understanding Your First Choice Tedder: Design and Features

First Choice tedders are recognized for their durable design and efficient
operation. The particular type you own will define the specific features,
but most versions share key attributes. These often comprise a
reinforced chassis, designed to endure the strains of consistent
operation. The rotor is essential, responsible for spreading the windrows
consistently across the area. The number of rotors and their layout will
determine the span of the operational zone.

Numerous versions also feature features like adjustable working width,
permitting you to tailor your procedure to suit the unique requirements
of your farm. Consider the land you'll be working on - challenging
terrain may require a version with enhanced balance.

Operating Your First Choice Tedder: A Step-by-Step Guide

Before you begin, ensure that your tedder is properly put together and
carefully checked. Verify all fasteners for security and oil all mechanical
components as necessary. Familiarize yourself with the control levers,
knowing how to start and disengage the rotating assembly.

The optimal operating speed will vary with several factors, including the
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maturity of the crop and the surface. Start slowly, gradually increasing
the speed as necessary. Maintain a steady pace to achieve consistent
distribution.

Always remain cognizant of your environment. Keep a safe distance from
hazards and avoid operating the machine in dangerous conditions.

Maintenance and Care for Long-Term Performance

Regular upkeep is crucial for maintaining the durability of your First
Choice tedder. After each use, wipe all dirt from the equipment,
concentrating on the rotor and drive system. Inspect all bolts for
looseness, tightening them as necessary. Periodic oiling of mechanical
components is also essential to long-term reliability.

Adhere to the instructions for specific maintenance schedules. Evaluate
annual inspections that may entail more thorough cleaning. Protecting
the tedder properly during the period of inactivity will also contribute to
preventing damage.

Conclusion

By following this guide, you can effectively operate your First Choice
tedder, maximizing its efficiency. Remember that consistent care is vital
to extended lifespan. With consistent maintenance, your First Choice
tedder will be a productive resource for a long time to come.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

* Q: How often should I lubricate my First Choice tedder?

e A: Refer to your owner's manual for specific lubrication intervals.
Generally, lubrication is required before each use and more
frequently in harsh conditions.

¢ Q: What should I do if a rotor becomes damaged?

e A: Immediately stop operation and contact your First Choice
dealer or authorized service center for repair or replacement.
Attempting repairs yourself could lead to further damage or injury.

¢ Q: What is the best way to store my First Choice tedder
during the off-season?

e A: Store the tedder in a dry, sheltered location, preferably off the
ground. Cover it with a tarp to protect it from the elements.

e Q: How can I improve the performance of my First Choice
tedder?

e A: Ensure proper maintenance, use the correct operating speed,
and adjust settings as needed depending on the crop and field
conditions.
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