
World Development Indicators 2008 Cd
Rom Single User

World Development Indicators 2008 CD-
ROM Single User: A Comprehensive
Guide
The World Bank's *World Development Indicators 2008 CD-ROM Single User* edition
offered a powerful, albeit now outdated, resource for researchers, policymakers, and
anyone needing access to a comprehensive dataset on global development trends. This
article delves into the features, usage, and lasting impact of this now-archived product,
exploring its significance within the context of data access and development analysis.
We’ll examine its key features, explore its practical applications, and consider its
limitations in the age of readily available online databases. Keywords like *World
Development Indicators data*, *development statistics*, *2008 global development*, and
*single-user data license* will be naturally integrated throughout.

Introduction: Accessing a Snapshot of Global
Development in 2008
The *World Development Indicators 2008 CD-ROM Single User* provided a
comprehensive collection of development statistics for over 200 economies. Unlike
today's readily available online platforms, this CD-ROM represented a significant
investment in accessing this crucial data. Its single-user license meant individual
researchers or organizations could purchase a copy for their exclusive use, providing a
dedicated offline resource. This was particularly valuable before the widespread adoption
of high-speed internet and readily available online data repositories. We will explore how
this physical medium impacted the accessibility and usability of crucial development
indicators at the time.

Benefits of the 2008 WDI CD-ROM Single User
Edition
The primary benefit of the *World Development Indicators 2008 CD-ROM Single User*
edition was its comprehensive nature. It offered a snapshot of global development trends
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as of 2008, providing a wealth of data on various indicators, including:

Economic indicators: GDP growth, inflation rates, investment levels, and trade
balances.
Social indicators: Population growth, life expectancy, literacy rates, and health
statistics.
Environmental indicators: CO2 emissions, deforestation rates, and energy
consumption.

This centralized repository of *development statistics* allowed for in-depth analysis and
comparison across countries and regions. The offline access was crucial in areas with
limited or unreliable internet connectivity, making it an invaluable tool for researchers in
remote locations. The *single-user data license* ensured exclusive access, crucial for
sensitive research or proprietary analyses. The CD-ROM's self-contained nature ensured
data security and prevented reliance on external internet connections, a significant
advantage in certain contexts.

Usage and Functionality of the WDI 2008 CD-ROM
The *World Development Indicators 2008 CD-ROM* typically included user-friendly
software for accessing and manipulating the data. Users could search and filter data
based on various criteria, create custom reports and tables, and export data in different
formats. While the specific software may vary, most CD-ROMs of this type provided
functionalities that allowed users to:

Data Search and Filtering: Quickly locate specific data points using various
search parameters (country, indicator, year).
Data Visualization: Generate charts and graphs to represent the data visually,
facilitating understanding of trends and patterns.
Data Export: Export data into commonly used formats like Excel, CSV, or SPSS for
further analysis using other statistical software.
Data Analysis: Some versions might have included basic statistical analysis tools
within the software itself.

The offline nature meant the user could work with the data anytime, anywhere,
independent of internet access, offering significant flexibility and control over the
analytical process. This facilitated focused research without the distractions or
interruptions associated with online access.

Limitations and the Shift to Online Databases
While the *World Development Indicators 2008 CD-ROM Single User* offered significant
advantages at the time, its limitations are clear in retrospect. The most significant was
the static nature of the data. Once the CD-ROM was produced, the data was fixed. Online
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databases like the World Bank's current data platform offer regularly updated
information, reflecting the dynamic nature of global development. Furthermore, the
single-user license prevented collaborative research efforts requiring simultaneous
access to the dataset. The physical nature of the medium made data updates impossible,
highlighting the limitations compared to the dynamic, constantly evolving online
repositories available today. The *2008 global development* context captured by the CD-
ROM provides a valuable historical reference point, but lacks the up-to-the-minute data
crucial for contemporary analysis.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Offline Data Access
The *World Development Indicators 2008 CD-ROM Single User* represented a significant
technological and analytical resource in its time. It provided researchers with offline
access to a comprehensive collection of global development indicators, enabling in-depth
analysis independent of internet connectivity. While online databases have largely
superseded this physical medium, the CD-ROM serves as a reminder of the evolution of
data access and the increasing importance of readily available, up-to-date information in
the field of development studies. The experience underscores the ongoing need for user-
friendly, accessible data, whether provided through physical media or dynamic online
platforms.

FAQ
Q1: Where can I find the World Development Indicators 2008 data now?

A1: The data from the *World Development Indicators 2008 CD-ROM* is likely no longer
officially supported by the World Bank in its original format. However, much of this data,
along with much more recent information, is available through the World Bank's online
data platform, which provides a continuously updated and expanding dataset.

Q2: What was the cost of the 2008 WDI CD-ROM Single User edition?

A2: The precise cost would vary based on the vendor and any discounts offered, but it was
likely significantly more expensive than accessing the data online today. The price
reflected both the cost of production and the value of exclusive offline access to the
dataset.

Q3: Could I use the data from the CD-ROM for academic publications?

A3: Yes, but appropriate citation of the World Bank as the source is crucial for any
academic work. Note, however, that the data is now outdated, so relying solely on this
dataset for current analysis might not be appropriate for many academic projects.

Q4: What software was typically used with the WDI 2008 CD-ROM?
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A4: The specific software varied depending on the vendor and edition, but most likely
included a proprietary data analysis application designed to work with the dataset. It
would likely offer features for data viewing, manipulation, and export to other software
packages.

Q5: Were there different license options available besides the single-user
license?

A5: Yes, the World Bank likely offered different licensing options, such as multi-user
licenses for organizations or institutions requiring simultaneous access to the data. These
different licensing tiers would have reflected the different levels of access and usage
required.

Q6: How does the 2008 WDI CD-ROM compare to current online data resources?

A6: Current online resources provide superior functionality, including real-time updates,
interactive data visualization tools, and collaborative features, significantly surpassing
the capabilities of the 2008 CD-ROM. The convenience and accessibility of online
resources are far greater.

Q7: What were the technical requirements for using the WDI 2008 CD-ROM?

A7: The technical requirements would have included a CD-ROM drive and a compatible
operating system (likely Windows or possibly older versions of MacOS). Specific system
requirements (RAM, processor) would have been listed in the accompanying
documentation.

Q8: Is it still possible to find a copy of the WDI 2008 CD-ROM?

A8: While it's unlikely to find new copies for sale directly from the World Bank, some used
copies may be available through online marketplaces or auction sites. However, due to its
age and the availability of updated online data, finding a working copy might prove
difficult and might not be a cost-effective option compared to using current online
resources.

Delving into the World Development Indicators 2008
CD-ROM Single User: A Comprehensive Exploration
The arrival of the World Development Indicators 2008 CD-ROM Single User marked a
significant moment in the accessibility of global development data. This convenient
single-user variant offered researchers, policymakers, and students unprecedented entry
to a comprehensive collection of data concerning a multitude of development metrics .
This article will examine the functionalities of this now- historical resource, its effect on
the field, and its lasting contribution.
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The CD-ROM's fundamental advantage lay in its structuring of data. Instead of presenting
raw statistics in a unstructured manner, the designers meticulously sorted the
information into meaningful groups . This allowed users to easily find exact data sets
pertaining to various dimensions of development, such as economic progress, health ,
education , and environmental conservation. The interface was easy-to-use, enabling even
beginner users to explore the vast repository with comfort .

One of the extremely useful elements of the World Development Indicators 2008 CD-ROM
was its ability for customization . Users could select data based on multiple parameters ,
such as country , year , and particular indicators. This extent of flexibility enabled users
to produce customized reports and studies that addressed their individual study questions
. For example, a researcher studying the connection between reading proficiency and
monetary growth in low-income countries could easily choose the pertinent data and
perform the needed analysis .

Furthermore, the CD-ROM featured a profusion of background information that provided
background and interpretation for the statistics . This assisted users to grasp the
constraints and potential biases of the data, ensuring rigorous analysis and correct
findings . This emphasis to data quality positioned the World Development Indicators
2008 CD-ROM apart from other similar data sources .

The influence of the World Development Indicators 2008 CD-ROM was substantial . It
supplied a consistent and trustworthy platform for investigation across various fields ,
enabling cross-national investigations and evidence-based policymaking . The
accessibility of the data also strengthened civil society groups and advocacy bodies to
monitor government performance and advocate for enhanced development results .

In summary , the World Development Indicators 2008 CD-ROM Single User represented a
milestone in the offering of global development data. Its intuitive interface ,
comprehensive data coverage , and customization capabilities significantly enhanced the
capacity for research and evidence-based decision-making . Although now outdated by
newer releases, its contribution remains significant .

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is the World Development Indicators 2008 CD-ROM still relevant? A: While
outdated, the data provides a valuable historical snapshot of development trends up to
2008. It remains useful for comparative analysis of past development patterns.

2. Q: Where can I access the data now? A: The World Bank now provides online access
to updated World Development Indicators through its website, offering more current and
extensive datasets.

3. Q: What are the limitations of the CD-ROM data? A: The data is limited to 2008
and may not reflect the most current situation. Additionally, data quality can vary across
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countries and indicators.

4. Q: Is this CD-ROM suitable for a student project? A: For projects requiring
historical context before 2009, yes. However, it is crucial to supplement this data with
more recent information from the World Bank's online resources.
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